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Administrator Kelly Loeffler 

Small Business Administration 

409 3rd Street SW 

Washington, D.C. 20416 

 

Dear Administrator Loeffler: 

 

Thank you for your leadership and the Small Business Administration’s (SBA) work to 

support Idaho’s small businesses and the veterans who build and grow them.  Our 

nation’s service members represent the best of America.  It is vital we ensure they have 

full access to the SBA resources designed to translate their military service into 

entrepreneurship.  To fulfill this obligation, I request you establish a dedicated Veteran 

Business Outreach Center (VBOC) in the Gem State.  

 

Idaho is home to more than 120,000 veterans and 12,000 veteran-owned businesses. Until 

recently, our state was served by the Washington-based Pacific Northwest Regional 

VBOC, which failed to adequately prioritize or support Idahoans.  These veterans and 

small business owners deserve a dedicated, in-state resource with a deep understanding of 

Idaho’s unique economic environment and the challenges veterans face.      

 

This is especially important as Idaho continues to be one of the fastest growing states in 

the nation, including when it comes to our veteran and veteran-owned small business 

populations.  The Gem State also supports a robust military population across 

installations statewide, including Mountain Home Air Force Base and the Idaho National 

Guard’s Gowen Field.  Opening an Idaho-based VBOC will improve the SBA’s outreach, 

counseling, and business training for Gem state veterans, reducing barriers to 

entrepreneurship and providing them resources to achieve self-sufficiency. 

 

As the SBA evaluates the future of VBOC coverage for Idaho, I respectfully urge the 

agency to establish a dedicated Veteran Business Outreach Center in our state.  Veterans 

in Idaho have earned access to responsive, local support, and an Idaho-based VBOC is an 

important step toward ensuring they receive it. 

Thank you for your attention to this request. I remain committed to working with the 

SBA, state stakeholders, veteran service organizations, and small business partners to 

support the successful establishment of a VBOC in Idaho. 

Sincerely,         
 

 

_______________________     

James E. Risch      

United States Senator 


